Jesuits in Britain Province Meeting 2022
It was a great pleasure to be invited to represent CLC in
England and Wales at the Province Meeting 2022 of
Jesuits in Britain. The meeting was held at Swanwick in
Derbyshire from 19 to 21 April 2022. Bro Alan Harrison,
our Jesuit National Chaplain, based at St Beuno’s in
North Wales, was also at the meeting. I arrived about
3pm and after a welcome cup of tea sat down to hear
the Provincial’s Address in the Main Conference Centre.
For the next 90 minutes Fr Damian Howard gave an
update on progress in implementing the Jesuits’
Universal Apostolic Priorities. These are:
I. “Show the way to
God through the
Spiritual Exercises
and discernment”
This is being
developed through:
the full Spiritual
Exercises; shorter
residential retreats;
training at all levels
at three centres;
online spirituality, outreach and networking; research
and writing; formation of lay partners in ministry; and
strategic planning for future work.
II. “Walk with the poor, the outcasts of the world,
those whose dignity has been violated, in a mission of
reconciliation and justice”

students in schools; outreach and collaboration;
providing opportunities for intellectual formation; and
networking with and supporting others, who share our
vision and values.
IV. “Collaborate with the gospel depth in the
protection and renewal of God’s creation”
This is to live out the vision enshrined in Laudato Si’:
developing our spirituality to promote personal and
corporate integration of integral ecology with our core
beliefs, values and practices; working in theology and
philosophy to
create a
community of
discourse and
practice
surrounding
integral ecology;
putting our
financial resources
at the service of
integral human
development;
ensuring we adopt personal and communal lifestyles
consistent with our stated aims; promoting integral
human development in developing countries and
advocating for climate justice; forming and educating
young people in integral ecology; and helping Catholics
in our parishes and chaplaincies to take action to care
for creation.

Areas being addressed include: attending to the needs
of those being abused; organised direct action; personal
and community outreach; walking with the poor as
by-produce of presence; empowering persecuted
christians overseas; and attending to the intellectual
dimension.

This set the scene for the following day where, in
workshops, we were able to hear from those who, on
the ground, are implementing these actions and we
were able to ask questions and get a better
understanding of the work and planning being invested
in these priorities. In addition to presentations we also
III. “Accompany young people in the creation of a hope enjoyed Morning Prayer and Mass each day and the
-filled future”
event concluded with the Jubilarians’ Dinner 2022. This
honoured those Jesuits completing their years in the
This priority addresses: accompaniment in spirituality,
society in 2022 and which included Jesuits completing
liturgy and community; founding and supporting
residential communities of young adults; accompanying this year 25, 50, 60, 70 and 75 years in the Society.
young adults in the university setting; accompanying
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World CLC Day—CLC North and East Virtual Regional Day
During this jubilee year for the 500th anniversary of the
conversion of St Ignatius of Loyola, we were able to
jointly mark and celebrate the 2022 World CLC Day on
Sat 26 March by holding our North and East CLC Day.

In the afternoon session we joined our World CLC
community presentation via YouTube.

From the comfort of our own homes we were once more
able to meet up with friends old and new via the
cleverness that is ‘Zoom’ and to feel deeply connected
with our national and international CLC community.
Our Theme was ‘Woundedness and Giftedness’. St.
Ignatius’s experiences on this theme were written about
in the Projects 177 letter, sent from the CLC World
Executive, which we were able to pray with and reflect
on in advance of the meeting.
Our day began by adopting the ‘Lectio Divina’ approach
with the thought provoking and very beautiful prayer of
St. John Henry Newman which invites us all to consider
the unique service that each one of us is called to fulfil.
Then, over the course of three sessions, we were led to
consider our human woundedness as we watched four
very powerful testimonies about different kinds of
trauma: Katie Piper dealt with blindness and suffered
severe facial disfigurement, Ivan suffering with
relationship breakdown, Dame Esther Rantzen with
acute loneliness following the death of her husband and
Mina Smallman, whose daughters were murdered. They
all shared their stories, emotions and most importantly
the responses each had made to deal with their
situations. They had all chosen a positive way to move
forward: Katie with her career in the media and the
public eye, Ivan choosing life, Esther by setting up
Silverline and Mina choosing to forgive the man who
killed her two girls in the park.

https://youtu.be/fdAUg5UyMH4

Once again, we were led to contemplate deep hurts
within our world and our church by listening to and
reflecting on personal testimonies from CLC members.
This time we heard from the Catholic Church in Germany
and how they had faced up to the abuse scandal and the
safeguarding they had needed to put in place. We heard
how CLC members had helped refugees to reach safety.
Their emotions raw as they recounted how they had
responded to what they had been told, what they had
listened to and what they had witnessed. We heard
about the CLC help being given in Ukraine and in help
with the poor and the marginalised.

However, what was a very emotional experience and at
times quite painful viewing, was always underpinned by
the loving service and gratitude to the Lord. All the
testimonies showed us that, with faith and the guidance
of the Holy Spirit, we can get through anything and go on
to help others. It was a powerful, humbling and beautiful
day. As part of our response we were each asked to hold
We were asked to consider how our own personal life
up to camera a word that evoked for us the essence of
journeys had challenged us for better or worse and
the day - our contribution to the World CLC day. Thank
whether our traumas had led to a personal encounter
you to all who contributed and if you weren’t able to be
with God? Had our woundedness led to a change in how
on the call, I strongly recommend that you watch the
we lived our lives? Had our experiences let us express
presentation for World CLC Day 2022 on YouTube.
our love and gratitude for the absolute love we received
Mary Sellers and Grace Fellows Pendle Pilgrims CLC N&E
from God by offering a closer service to Him?

Anne Shelley RIP
We are saddened to hear of the sudden, but peaceful
death of Anne Shelley on 9 March 2022, CLC member of
the North West Region.
From 1963 to 1996 Anne had been active in missionary
work, mainly with the Mill Hill Missionaries and had
spent time teaching in Australia, Africa and twenty years
in Cameroon. Upon returning to England, Anne joined
CLC and for a number of years worked in the CLC office
at St. Joseph’s College, Mill Hill, London. Anne lived at St.
Joseph’s College and was also the librarian. The CLC
office moved to Farm Street, London when St. Joseph’s
College closed. Anne became the Southern regional

representative and co-ordinator for the 2005 CLC
National Assembly held at Allen Hall, Chelsea, London.
Anne was also a member of the CLC National Formation
and Retreat team, to which Anne contributed her
experience and wisdom, derived from many years of
serving the Lord.
Anne was a quiet, peaceful lady, whose gentle presence
enriched the hearts of those who knew her. She will be
sadly missed by all who experienced her as friend,
mentor and soulmate. May she rest in peace and rise in
glory.
Eddie Langton, CLC NE Region
CLC National Formation and Retreat Team.

Anne Shelley RIP—A life remembered by Fiona Craven
Anne came into my life at the CLC National Assembly at Allen Hall in Chelsea, 2005.
I think Anne was the CLC representative for the South. When St. Joseph’s College closed
Anne moved to the North West to Herbert House, Mill Hill Missionaries’ retirement home,
Freshfield, near Formby Point, Liverpool. Anne soon settled down in Freshfield involving
herself in retirement community, in the parish of St Anne’s Freshfield, lip-reading classes
and other activities, until Covid when things changed.
Anne contacted me when she arrived in Freshfield, as I lived further north in Fulwood,
Preston, and I would take an hour’s drive to see Anne. I became more involved with Anne
by driving her to CLC meetings / regional days, to Loyola Hall retreat centre, taking Anne
to Barmouth in Wales for CLC holidays or where we both guided retreats for CLC
members. Anne enjoyed Barmouth, it was special to be there.
Anne continued to be fully involved in CLC on the National Formation and Retreat Team. When NW region
organized the CLC National Assembly Anne often took the bookings and she helped in running regional days. Anne
involved herself with Sr Winnie Morley, Cenacle sisters in Liverpool, with parish-based weeks of guided prayer and
gave spiritual direction. Anne began CLC Crosby group mostly meeting with Margaret Knight. Covid put a halt to
physical meetings, but Anne phoned Margaret to keep in touch. Margaret’s cancer returned and she died earlier
this year. Anne continued as a lone member in CLC. (cont. on p4)

Formation for Mission: What is the CLC Charism, Vocation and Mission?
With the encouragement of Projects 176 and 177 we
have, over 4 months, explored one of the key CLC
documents, General Principles and General Norms of
the Christian Life Community, which describes our CLC
Way of Life.

We all have a personal vocation given us by God which,
at our baptism when we become members of the
Christian Church, is linked to the mission of the Church.

We concluded last Focus with an invitation: to reflect on
whether the Lord is inviting us to a temporary or
permanent commitment to the CLC way of life;
temporary commitment indicating our desire to
continue our formation, with the aid of our community,
discerning our mission and whether it is within the
Church and within CLC; permanent commitment
The CLC Charism explains it like this:
suggesting that we have discerned our mission and an
“Vocation is intimately linked to mission. When a
apostolate within CLC and the Church and we now want
Christian deepens his or her bonds of friendship with
to embrace this as a permanent part of our CLC way of
the Lord, He entrusts a mission to them. Vocation
Life. I would now like to introduce into our Formation
has its origin in the entering of God into their lives
for Mission reflections The CLC Charism. The text of this
and needs time to transform their hearts, binding
is in two parts, Part I Guidelines for CLC Formation and
them totally to Christ. The mission entrusted to
Part II The process of Growth in CLC; available on our
them by Christ is a deep, permanent and growing
website: http://clcew.org.uk/document/the-charism-ofdesire born out of this bond.” (Para 15)
clc/. The first paragraph begins:
How does our Christian mission become a CLC mission?
“This paper sets out to describe the specific CLC
Again, The CLC Charism, explains:
charism. It presents it as a particular vocation
“The CLC vocation makes the universal Christian
within the Church to which its members respond
vocation specific by means of three principal
with a life commitment.” (The CLC Charism Part I characteristics” (para 17)
Criteria for CLC Formation, para 1.)
An Ignatian vocation
This introduces two new words: ‘Charism’ and
A Communal vocation
‘Vocation’. What do these mean? Paragraph 4 explains
A Lay vocation
the concept of vocation:
We will look further into these principle characteristics
“Each person has a divine vocation, which embraces and the word ‘Charism’ in the next issue of Focus.
all dimensions of that person's existence. God calls
everyone… This call of God is a personal vocation,
which reveals itself in our deepest inclinations and
our most authentic desires.” (Para 4)

Questions for reflection:
To what personal vocation has Our Lord called me?
How do I express my personal vocation in the
Church as my mission?

NOTICEBOARD
Anne Shelley RIP—A life remembered
Please Pray for...
Anne realised the enrichment of yearly individual guided retreats and
Rita McManus, a former president of
enjoyed visiting different retreat places. She was open to try something
CLC in England and Wales, who has
different to gain experience, enabling her to share with others. In 2019 I
been in hospital and is recovering
shared with Anne about Ignatian Contemplative ways of praying (Gris
following a stroke.
Path of Prayer) of Franz Jalics SJ. She decided to go on a taster
————
Ignatian Contemplative retreat in 2020 at the House of Prayer Old
Veronica Grant RIP, CLC St Albans who
Colwyn, Wales and in 2021 did 8 days Contemplative Ignatian retreat in
died peacefully on May 5 2022. She had
St Rita’s retreat centre, Devon. Anne was so open to share her faith and
been diagnosed with cancer. Her
gifts given to her by the Lord in whatever way she was led. Anne has
funeral is on 31 May at 2pm at St
enriched so many CLC members and other people’s lives through her
Bartholomew’s Church, St Albans.
being there with them. Anne’s memories will live on and her spirit will be
————
with us. Anne asked me over to Freshfield to have a meal with the
Tony Nye SJ RIP, former CLC National
community and sometimes I would stay for a break to relax and rest
Ecclesiastical Assistant who died
when I was working full-time. Here enfolded the friendship between
suddenly of a heart attack on 19 April.
Anne and myself which continually blossomed and deepened. Anne
He was almost 90 years of age. His
would also come over to Preston, where we met up in St Wilfrid’s Church
funeral was held in Farm St on 10 May,
for lunchtime Mass and then had lunch. Covid put a halt to physically
attended by a number of CLC members
seeing each other, but we continued to keep in touch. When Covid
————
infections had lessened, Anne came to my home as I was unable to drive
Fr Tom Shufflebottom SJ RIP a well
for health reasons. She came to see me on 9 February 2022 for lunch in
known retreat giver who has died aged
Booth’s café, Fulwood, Preston. I was shocked to hear that on 9 March
87. His funeral is on 1 June at 12.15pm
2022 Anne had died! After my personal prayer the other day I felt: “I
at St Wilfrid’s Preston.
have lost my soul mate (physically).” I have been richly blessed in our
deep friendship together, we could share anything. At times what Anne
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
shared with me often gave me direction in my life. Praise and thank the
of Christian Life Community in England and
Lord for Anne, I am so grateful for the friendship we shared.
Wales, registered charity no 1056891, to be
Fiona Craven, CLC Pendle Pilgrims
held at High Leigh Conference Centre,
Hoddesdon, EN11 8SG at 11am on
Sunday 26 June 2022

Dates of Forthcoming National Meetings
24-26.6.2022 – National Assembly – High Leigh
8 to 13 August 2022 – Global Formation Encounter, Manresa, Spain
17.9.2022 – National Team – Mount Street

Do you have an article or reflection to
share for Focus? Please send any material
(150-500 words) to focus@clcew.org.uk
Thank you!

CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMUNITY
Inspired by St Ignatius Loyola and his Spiritual Exercises, CLC is a lay organisation, a world community of small groups of 4-10 people,
helping members from all walks of life to integrate prayer and action in daily life,
to respond more fully to God’s loving desire for them.
Address for correspondence: Alan Smith, CLC President, 87 Fairfield Road, Stockton Heath, Warrington, WA4 2UX.
But please send all payments for membership, FOCUS and literature to Julia Lane, CLC Treasurer, 28 Ward Grove, Warwick, CV34 6QL.
(Julia will pass on literature requests)
Next FOCUS deadline
Email: administrator@clcew.org.uk Website: www.clcew.org.uk World CLC: www.cvx-clc.net
Read the latest CLC news on our blog: Blog - Christian Life Community (clcew.org.uk)
National President: Alan Smith, tel: 07906 956219 email: president@clcew.org.uk
National Chaplain: Br. Alan Harrison SJ, tel: 01745 583444 email: chaplain@clcew.org.uk
CLC Treasurer: Julia Lane, tel: 01926 497331 email: treasurer@clcew.org.uk
CLC Secretary: Natalia Marsden, email: secretary@clcew.org.uk
Membership Secretary: Margaret Dimambro, email: membership@clcew.org.uk
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for the next FOCUS to
focus@clcew.org.uk
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