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Called to serve the birth of a synodal Church in our time 

Hopefully, you will all be aware by now of the Synodal 
Process which every diocese in the Church has been called 
on to undertake and which is now underway in the 
dioceses.  We have also been invited 
by World CLC to participate in their 
process to make a submission to the 
Vatican – see more below. 

Here in the Midlands Region we used 
our Regional Day at the end of 
October as an opportunity to inform 
ourselves and consider how we might 
engage with the process. We invited 
Austen Ivereigh to give an input1 and 
he really communicated his 
excitement about the fact that this is taking place. 

Austen pointed out that at the moment we are at the 
beginning of the first foothills of a journey that is aimed at 
creating a new future for the Church in an authentically 
Catholic way – so, understandably, the bishops are 
struggling to get their act together. It is Pope Francis’ 
intention that this way of working will become the norm 
for the Church in the future. 

So, what is it all about? The word ‘synod’ means ‘walking 
together.’ It is about recognising that the Holy Spirit works 
through the whole Church and, although the bishops and 
Pope make the final decisions, this is only after listening to 
the People of God. This was the norm in the early Church, 
as can be seen in the Acts of the Apostles, but it declined in 
the diocesan Church, especially in reaction to the 
Reformation, being replaced by a ‘command and control’ 
structure in which the laity is passive. There is a 
recognition that it is that very structure which enabled the 
abuse crisis and its cover-up; and it focussed on church 
attendance and devotions rather than being ‘missionary 
disciples.’ 

Synodality is about PROCESS rather than programmes. It is 
not a parliamentary process with voting and majorities to 
decide issues. It is rather a process of APOSTOLIC 
DISCERNMENT which seeks unity, a harmony that goes 
beyond divisions, a ‘reconciled diversity’. As Austen 
reminded us, group apostolic discernment is something 
that CLC understands and practises, while many in the 
Church do not, so this is a moment that we have a service 
or mission to give to the Church – to serve the birth of a 
synodal Church in our time. 

Inspired by this, we reflected and discussed how we might 
engage with the process in our own parishes or region, to 
offer our experience to help where possible. Despite 

having had some initial scepticism, 
members were keen to do this. Since 
then, dioceses have started to get the 
process underway, but how this is done 
varies in each diocese and some parishes 
have set up planning groups, or have 
appointed Enablers or Facilitators to lead 
groups and CLC members are undertaking 
these roles. Birmingham Archdiocese has 
been running online information sessions. 
If you haven’t heard anything, try asking 

your Parish Priest or your diocesan synodal contact (each 
diocese has appointed one).3 

The Synod document2 also calls for the process to be 
inclusive of those on the edges of the Church, those who 
are lapsed, to engage ecumenically and with wider society. 
How we are to do that is something that we need to work 
out. It may be a question of getting groups together 
separately from the parish process… (It is possible to make 
submissions directly to the Vatican Secretariat). 

Religious orders and lay movements are also encouraged 
to make their own submissions.  We have received an 
invitation from World CLC to take part in the process and 
be included in their submission. By the time you read this 
you should have had an opportunity to talk about whether 
you wish to do so via your Regional Reps, although in some 
areas this may have been delayed due to lack of a Rep in 
post. From the responses that have come in, the National 
Team have agreed that we should take part in the World 
CLC process and will be discerning in January which three 
areas we will reflect on for our submission. We should be 
able to have all the information we need to start the 
process in February and we do encourage as many people 
as possible to take part, so that our submission truly 
reflects the life of CLC in England and Wales.  
1 For a link to the recording of Austen’s talk, email 
a.m_kelly@btinternet.com 
2 The Preparatory Document and Vademecum (handbook) from the Vatican: 
https://www.synod.va 
3 A list of all diocesan contacts is on the Bishops’ Conference website 
: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/diocesan-synod-contacts/  

Ann Kelly, Midlands Region 
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Meeting Bishop Ralph Heskett: Our new Ecclesiastical Advisor 

The Right Reverend Ralph 
Heskett, C.Ss.R.,  the  
Catholic Bishop of Hallam, 
has agreed to act as  
Ecclesiastical Advisor for 
CLC in England and Wales. 
Born in Sunderland in 
March 1953, Bishop 
Heskett was ordained to 
the priesthood on 10 July 
1976. From 1987 to 1990 
he was Superior of the Redemptorist Community at  
Kinnoull, Perth, Scotland and director of Missions. 

Bishop Heskett served the Archdioceses of Liverpool and 
Southwark, first as Superior of the Redemptorist  
Community and the Parish of Our Lady of the  
Annunciation, Bishop Eton, Liverpool. In 1999, he was 
appointed Parish Priest at St Mary’s Clapham in South 
London, where he remained until 2008. He then  
returned to Bishop Eton, Liverpool, to supervise the  
formation of Postulants, to preach Parish Missions and 
to give Parish Retreats. On 10 July 2010, he was ordained 
the seventh Bishop of Gibraltar, 100 years after the first. 
On 20 May 2014, Pope Francis announced Bishop 
Heskett as the third Bishop of Hallam. He was installed in 

the Cathedral Church of St Marie in Sheffield on 10 July 
2014. Bishop Heskett is the ‘Bishop for Youth’ and a 
board member of Cymfed, the Catholic Youth Ministry 
Federation. He is also Chair of the Spirituality Committee 
– part of the Department for Christian Life and Worship.  

On Friday, 3rd December, I travelled over the Pennines, 
from Cheshire to Sheffield in Yorkshire, to visit Bishop 
Ralph. I was able to spend around one and a half hours 
bringing the Bishop up to date with what is happening in 
CLC in England and Wales. 

The Bishop was surprised to learn that we started as the 
Sodality Movement in 1584, before changing our name 
to CLC following the second Vatican Council. He looks 
forward to working with us in the years ahead. He was 
planning to join us at our National Assembly. However, 
he was disappointed to realise that it falls on the same 
date that he begins the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes. 
He was grateful to receive our Foundational Documents 
(General Principles, The CLC Charism and the CLCEW 
Constitution) and is hoping to dip into them to get a 
clearer understanding of how we live the CLC way of life 
and looks forward to meeting us in person at some point 
in the future. 

 

A Letter from CLC Belfast—remembering our former Chaplain Tony Horan SJ RIP 

Dear CLC England and Wales, 
It was with very sad hearts that we read of the demise of 
Fr. Tony Horan in the last issue of Focus. May his gentle 
soul Rest in Peace. 

We have very fond memories of Fr. Tony. I was with him 
at the World Assemblies in Hong Kong 1994 and Itaici 
1998 and our contact continued over the years. A very 
wise and inspirational man, he was steeped in Ignatian 
Spirituality and a great love and commitment to CLC. He 
had a very special presence. He would attend our   
National Assemblies and we developed a good  
relationship with CLC in England and Wales and we  
attended their Assemblies - very enjoyable exchanges. 

Fr. Tony attended a Conference in St Clements Retreat 
House in North Belfast during "The Troubles", where 
very important exchanges took place between local  
politicians from across the divide and clerics from all  
traditions. Fr. Tony's contribution was, I am sure, very 
valuable. He enjoyed the encounters with politicians 
from both traditions who had spent time in prison for 
various offences and were working towards resolutions. 
We enjoyed his company as he shared some of these 
experiences with us. 
He stayed with Peter and I and our family when we were 
able to introduce him to our children with whom he was 
very comfortable. We were able to have a meeting with 

our Emmaus CLC which we all enjoyed. It was like 
"Sitting at the Father's  Feet" a comment from one of our  
members. He was very comfortable and great company. 
After the conference we took him on a wee trip to the 
Glens of Antrim, where we have our caravan on the 
coast, enroute to Belfast International Airport for his 
journey home. Just lovely memories to savour. 

We have, in CLC Belfast, used Fr. Tony's Meeting Plans 
and Publications and we will continue to do so. Despite 
his health Issues Fr. Tony had great energy and  
enthusiasm for the development of CLC and thankfully 
has recorded these in his meeting plans and  
publications. His memory and legacy will live on in all our 
lives and no doubt he will be watching over us all in CLC 
from his Heavenly home. 

WELL DONE GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT 
May the Good Lord fill all your sad hearts with His Love 
and Compassion and Courage as you face into the future 
without his special presence in your lives and in the life 
of CLC in England and Wales.  

Please God you are well and staying safe in these very 
difficult and uncertain times. 
Keep us in your prayers as you are in ours. 
Love and God Bless, 
Peter and Jean Privilege (Emmaus CLC Belfast) 
On behalf of the Leadership Team of CLC Ireland 

Alan Smith, President  



Formation for Mission: Back to Basics 

In the December issue of Focus I suggested that, in line 
with World CLC’s identification of ‘Formation’, as a 
priority for 2022, we start by visiting or revisiting our 
General Principles. This month you may want to 
spotlight General principle Number 10 in conjunction 
with this extract from the newly published Projects No. 
177  (the full document can be found on this link:  
http://www.cvx-clc.net:) 

“In the contemplation to obtain love, Ignatius tells us 
that love is in actions more than in words, and that it 
consists of a reciprocal communication, of an exchange. 
Now all that I am, all that I possess, comes from the 
Lord. Nothing belongs to me.  I reflect on this Psalm: 
‘What shall I return to the Lord for all His goodness to 
me?’ (Ps 116:12)  
 

“This is the very heart of 
Ignatian spirituality. We do 
not do good actions to earn 
salvation, we do good 
because it is our way of 
expressing gratitude for the 
absolute love that we have 
received from God, who has 
worked for my salvation in 
every single thing in Creation 
and in my life.  
 

“This desire, this impulse to want to follow the Lord is 
only the fruit of a personal encounter with the healer. 
When we are healed, we are led to an inner knowledge 
of the one who loves us freely to the point of giving his 
life for us. From this experience, we want to stand 
under the standard of the Lord, to commit ourselves to 
serve him. 
 
“It is true that commitment is not about words. 
Commitment, first of all, emanates from the heart. It is 
an inner movement and the result of a process. But as 
human beings we need words to express what we are 
living in a process. We need a moment to stop and say 
‘yes, I love you’ and this would express a process of 
many years of friendship with another person and with 
God.  
 
“For some, making a commitment in a public way allows 
me to witness to my love for the Lord, to make concrete 
that exchange Ignatius speaks of in the Ad Amorem. It is 
like the commitment of two spouses who exchange the 
'yes' in the presence of God and the witnesses, 
representing the Church. It is also like the 'yes' of Mary 
before the Angel on the day of the Annunciation.   
 
 

“It is like the 
implicit ‘yes’ 
that we 
pronounce, 
consciously or 
unconsciously, 
when we have 
the opportunity 
to renew the 
promises of our 
Baptism publicly at Easter or when we attend another 
Baptism. This is our fundamental commitment. 
Commitment means freedom, fidelity, responsibility.   
 

“If we think about it, we find that the commitment to 

CLC is quite natural, but deliberate and conscious. We 

can then praise the Lord with the Psalmist: ‘How shall  

I repay the Lord for all the good He has done for me? ... 

I will keep my promises to the Lord, yes, before all his 

people the Lord’. (Ps 116:12; 18) 

“As we deepen in our commitment to love, service, and 

the CLC way of life, our members may feel the call to 

express this commitment publicly.  Many communities 

have developed beautiful commitment ceremonies 

which we encourage you to share.” 

General Principle No 10. - Members 

“Becoming a member of Christian Life Community 

presupposes a personal vocation. During a period of 

time determined in the General Norms, the candidate is 

introduced into the way of life proper to CLC. This time 

is allotted for the candidate and the wider Community 

to discern the candidate’s vocation. Once the decision 

has been taken and approved by the wider Community, 

the member assumes a temporary commitment and, 

with the help of the Community, tests his/her aptitude 

for living according to the end and spirit of CLC. after a 

suitable period of time, determined by the General 

Norms, permanent commitment follows.” 

 
Questions for reflection:  

How do I find myself deepening in a commitment 

to God, to the CLC way of life, both internally and 

externally? 

Do I feel drawn to make a public commitment to 

the CLC way of life?  If I have already made a public 

commitment to the CLC way of life, how has this 

impacted my life and helped me to grow in love, 

service, and friendship in Christ? 

Alan Smith, President - CLC in England and Wales 

http://www.cvx-clc.net


NOTICEBOARD 

CHRISTIAN  LIFE  COMMUNITY 

Inspired by St Ignatius Loyola and his Spiritual Exercises, CLC is a lay organisation, a world community of small groups of 4-10 people, 

helping members from all walks of life to integrate prayer and action in daily life,  

to respond more fully to God’s loving desire for them. 

Address for correspondence: Alan Smith, CLC President, 87 Fairfield Road, Stockton Heath, Warrington, WA4 2UX.   

But please send all payments for membership, FOCUS and literature to Julia Lane, CLC Treasurer, 28 Ward Grove, Warwick, CV34 6QL.   

(Julia will pass on literature requests)                                                                                                

Email:   administrator@clcew.org.uk    Website: www.clcew.org.uk     World CLC: www.cvx-clc.net 

National President: Alan Smith, tel: 07906 956219   email: president@clcew.org.uk 

National Chaplain: Br. Alan Harrison SJ,  tel: 01745 583444  email: chaplain@clcew.org.uk 

CLC Treasurer:  Julia Lane, tel: 01926 497331  email: treasurer@clcew.org.uk  

CLC Secretary: Natalia Marsden,  email: secretary@clcew.org.uk   

Membership Secretary:  Margaret Dimambro,  email: membership@clcew.org.uk 
 
The annual subscription for Focus only (non-members) is £10  for postal copy , or £5 for  e-FOCUS .          Registered Charity  number 1056891 

Next FOCUS deadline 

February 18 2022 

Please send contributions 

for the next FOCUS to                         

focus@clcew.org.uk  

Dates of Forthcoming National Meetings 

15.1.2022 – National Team – Virtual on Zoom 

12-13.3.2022 – Extended National Team – Birmingham 

3.4.2022 – National Team – Mount Street 

24-26.6.2022 – National Assembly – High Leigh 

17.9.2022 – National Team – Mount Street 

Please pray for Rosemary Moffatt, a CLC member 
from the South West Region, who died suddenly 

on Sunday 14th November 2021.  
Rosemary had a great love for CLC and the  

Ignatian Family. Rosemary was a much loved 
member of Falmouth CLC and a good friend to 

many. She will be sadly missed.  
Rosemary's funeral is on Tuesday 18th 

 January 2022, 10.am, St Mary's Catholic Church, 
Killegrew Street, Falmouth TR11 3PR. Burial will 
take place at Swanpool cemetery, not far from 

her favourite walk. 

St Beuno’s CLC Retreats 2022  
CLC in partnership with St Beuno’s are offering: 
A three day silent retreat: September 23-27, 2022 (4 nights)
A five day silent retreat: Sep 26-October 2, 2022 (6 nights) 
An eight day silent retreat: Sep 23-October 2, 2022 (9 nights)
Generous subsidies are available: 25% for those who have 
done a residential retreat before and 50% for first timers.  
Numbers needed by March 1st. Please contact Betsy Jones 
for an application form by email: bgiblinjones@ntlworld.com, 
or phone: 07949 863318 and leave contact details. 

Membership Contribution for 2022 
Don’t forget to renew your CLC membership. You 
can pay by direct transfer (or preferably standing 

order) to: Santander Business Banking,  
09-01-51, 45663507 (business account)  

reference: Fee and your surname, or by cheque 
payable to Christian Life Community sent to:  

Julia Lane, CLC Hon Treasurer, 28 Ward Grove, 
Warwick CV34 6QL.  

Beyond Belief is a BBC Radio 4 series, which  
explores faith in today’s world. A recent episode, 
discusses the spirituality of St Ignatius of Loyola 
with guest Ruth Holgate, Director of St Beuno’s 
Jesuit Spirituality Centre. Ruth said: "Ignatian 
Spirituality gives me a way of integrating my 

Christian faith - my belief and trust in God - with 
all the many varied and somewhat messy aspects 

of my life, so nothing is outside of that 
 relationship."  

 You can listen to the full episode here 

CLCers will remember Maureen Neal from the Midlands  
Region who stole the show at the Dragon Theatre Barmouth 
when we were on a CLC holiday— to the point where the  
theatre wanted to book her for the rest of the season!! 
Maureen also attended the IGRs we ran at Barmouth. 
Maureen died of cancer in December and the funeral will 
take place on 13th January 2022. With gratitude for 
Maureen’s gift to make us laugh and may she rest in peace. 

Message from Margaret Dimambro - CLC Membership Secretary 
I took over as membership secretary from Matt Pace in July 
2021. This is a reminder to inform me of any changes in 
your contact details or how you wish to receive Focus. Lone 
members, if there is anything we can help you with, please 
get in touch. membership@clcew.org.uk or 01926 428399 
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