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‘Embrace the World in an Ignatian Way’ - International Youth Gathering, July 2021 

We had the privilege of attending the first international 
CLC youth gathering in July 2021: Embrace the World in an 
Ignatian Way (EWIW). This was originally planned as an  
in-person week-long event in Loyola, but owing to the 
continuing pandemic, was a 
three-day online celebration. 
Prior to attending, we have been 
part of a working group, which 
presented at the National 
Assembly, reflecting on ‘Christus 
Vivit’ and how best to support 
young people in CLC. Over 150 
young people attended EWIW, 
representing 52 countries, with content delivered in 
English, French and Spanish. The aim of the event was to 
encourage us to become young leaders in our CLC 
communities, with the space to reflect on Ignatius’ journey 
from wounded solider to pilgrim. This was not about how 
we could make CLC more attractive to young people. 
Over three days we had extended periods of input, with 
moments for personal reflection and prayer. We were 
struck by examples of how some national CLCs live out 
their mission through running schools and houses of 
hospitality. The main product of the gathering was a ‘Youth 
Manifesto’. It was developed over the three days via a 
collaborative process: our first experience of a “synodal 
process” and a good example of group communal 
discernment. We met in small groups each day. Our group 
was facilitated by a Sister from Botswana and had 

participants from Austria, Lesotho, Spain, Syria, Vietnam 
and the USA.. It was often moving to listen to their 
different experiences, many of whom had direct 
experience of poverty, conflict and the challenges of the 
pandemic. 
On the first day, we were asked what we wanted to offer 
the CLC community. The input from the sharing groups was 
collected and the organising team distilled it into 25 
statements. On the second day, the 25 statements were 
then presented back to us. We reflected on which we were 
most drawn to, giving a shortlist that represented the view 
of the group. Each group’s shortlisted statements were 
again fed back to the organisers. Finally, the shortlisted 
statements were distilled and the final document was 
presented as part of the closing event. 
The manifesto echoes what we felt in our working group, 
our experience accompanying young adults in CLC, and  
our listening events. Young people are filled with a desire 
to be active members of society, but may be detached 
from the national CLC community, or find the mission of 
CLC unclear. To best start and journey their pilgrimage with 
Ignatian spirituality, they need to be formed and 
accompanied and to have the opportunity to go deeper on 
retreat. There is a question about how we as a national 
community respond - please do pray with the manifesto 
and we would be happy to hear your thoughts. We are 
attending a follow-up meeting with the Euro-link and hope 
to continue this work  with 
the National Team. John and Olivia Lavery 

Youth Manifesto 

1.  Moved by the experience of the 
wound of Ignatius of Loyola, we young 
people recognise that our wounds and 
those of the world are an essential 
starting point for personal and social 
transformation. 
2. We offer ourselves to collaborate in 
building a Church that is more open and 
closer to all people, especially those who 
suffer most. 
3. We want to offer space in our lives to 
encounter those who are poorest, 
whether materially, psychologically or 
spiritually. 
4. We offer our desire to work to restore 
the dignity of the individual,  

walking with all as our equals and  
placing integral human development as 
a place of reconciliation. 
5. We want to welcome plurality as a 
source of richness by building bridges of 
encounter and dialogue between the full 
diversity of cultures and people, beyond 
all frontiers. 
6. We want to offer presence, care,  
listening and accompaniment to all, as 
part of God's embrace of the world. 
7. Welcoming Pope Francis' call in 
Christus Vivit, we want to be active 
builders of intergenerational dialogue 
and be open to share our spirituality 
with people from all walks of life. 

8. We offer ourselves to work in  
collaboration and networking with  
entities of the Ignatian family, the 
Church, other religions and civil society. 
9. We wish to continue growing as  
committed citizens in order to generate 
more just, sustainable and fraternal 
structures. 
10. We wish to continue to creatively 
use the Spiritual Exercises and Ignatian 
tools to transform life and thus continue 
our pilgrimage, together with St.  
Ignatius, to love and serve in all things. 
We want that, as Father Arturo Sosa SJ 
tells us, interior freedom, life in the spirit 
and community life be characteristics of 
our identity as young Ignatian. 



Global Formation Gathering in August 2022 

The World Executive Council of CLC set out last June the 
steps that are being taken to follow up on the last World 
CLC Assembly in 2018 in Buenos Aires. Since then, our 
World has been dramatically affected by the COVID  
pandemic which is, of course, ongoing. Information 
about World CLC is available on its website www.cvx-
clc.net  The site is well worth a visit if you have not  
already discovered it. 
 
The current issue of  
Projects (177) deals with 
World CLC, but what  
follows comes from  
Projects No.176, in which 
Youth, Formation and 
the Ignatian Year are all  
covered. 
World-wide, they have 
identified the following as 
key concerns in relation to formation: 
1. Communal discernment 
2. Spiritual Exercises 
3. Knowing and deepening our CLC Identity.  

Temporary Commitment and Permanent  
Commitment 

4. Interpreting key messages, gestures, and realities 
of the Universal Church. 

The National Team has been looking at point number 3 
and I am sure that you will be hearing more about this in 
the future. 
The process of preparation for the Global Gathering is 
under way and a Zoom meeting was held on Saturday 16 
October. Pat Callaghan and I participated in the meeting 
on behalf of CLC in England and Wales and the next 
meeting will take place on 12 February when Alan Smith 
will be joining Pat and me. 
 
We spent time in small groups and were able to share 
the concerns of communities throughout the world.   
My small group was focussed on different ways of  
experiencing the Spiritual Exercises.  A concern of World 
CLC was that every country should have a Formation and 
Retreat Team to assist the National Team – currently 

only around 50% of countries have them. We are well 
ahead of the game! I have just taken over from Pat  
Callaghan as the convenor of our formation team.  Pat 
remains on the team and we have a mixture of ages and 
a variety of journeys in CLC. 
 
The preparatory prayer for the World encounter was 

very helpful. You may 
wish to share the  
reading and some of the 
questions, particularly if 
you are members of a 
group which has been 
going for at least 2 or 3 
years. It is a useful check 
on progress and also 
what we desire for the 
future, both in terms of 

our needs and of the    
         gifts, which we have to share with others. 
 

Grace to ask for: 

Lord give me to know inwardly the graces I have  
received in my formation in the CLC way, in a spirit of 
gratitude for what has been given. 
Reading: Acts of the Apostles Chapter 8 verses 26-40 

Questions for sharing: 

 What moments of formation have helped me in 
my life as a CLC member? 

 Who do I have to thank for walking with me? 
 

In addition to the above please consider:  

 What literature has helped me? 
 Do I have any contact with CLC beyond my local 

group? 
 What would help me/us grow in the CLC way of 

life? 
Please send your thoughts to me, either at  
clcformationretreat@clcew.org.uk or by post to 19 
Nightingale Drive, West Ewell, Epsom, Surrey KT19 9EN 

Jackie Gill, Formation and Retreat Team Convenor 

Philip and the Ethiopian: Acts 8:26:40 

The World Council is getting larger and younger  
The CLC World Executive Council has been engaged in a process of listening, 

feedback and discernment to co-opt two young members until the XVIII  

General Assembly. They are Daniela Ochoa Peralta and James O'Brien. Daniela 

is 27 years old. She was born in Colombia, but is linked to CLC in the  

Netherlands, as she has been studying there for the last few years. James is 33 years old. He belongs to CLC in  

Australia. He is a member of the CLC animation team in Asia Pacific. In both Daniela and James, the Council sensed 

two people with big dreams and desires and with the energy and commitment to look to the future with hope. 

They will help CLC continue making strides in the development of the youth area. Daniela and James will join the 

annual EXCO meeting in person in April to continue preparing for the XVIII CLC General Assembly.  

http://www.cvx-clc.net
http://www.cvx-clc.net
mailto:clcformationretreat@clcew.org.uk


Formation for Mission: Back to Basics 

I hope that you have found the last two reflections, 
using Progressio Supplement No 75: General Principles 
and General Norms of the Christian Life Community, 
helpful. This month I would like you to focus, pray and 
reflect on the General Norms. Perhaps this is something 
you have not practised too much in the past. However, 
they address the issues related to how we can apply the 
General Principles to our personal and community way 
of life. For example: below I have selected a few of the 
General Norms that add depth to the practice of 
commitment, raised by last month’s reflections on 
General Principle No. 10 and Projects No. 177. 
General Norm 2.  
In whichever way admission takes place, the new 
members must be helped by the Community to 
assimilate the CLC way of life and to decide whether a 
call, an ability and a willingness to live it are present, 
and to become identified with the wider Christian Life 
Community. After a period of time, ordinarily no longer 
than four years and no less than one, they assume a 
temporary commitment to this way of life. An 
experience of the Spiritual Exercises is strongly 
recommended as a means of arriving at this personal 
decision.  

General Norm 3.  
The temporary commitment continues as such until, 
after a process of discernment, the member expresses 
his or her permanent commitment to CLC, unless he or 
she freely withdraws from the Community or is 
excluded by it. The length of time between temporary 
and permanent commitment should be ordinarily no 
more than eight years and no less than two.  

General Norm 4.  
An experience of the 
complete Spiritual 
Exercises in one of 
their several forms 
(in daily life, a closed 
month, retreats over 
several years) 
precedes permanent 
commitment to Christian Life Community.  

General Norm 5.  
The forms of these personal commitments are left to 
the National Communities. It is suggested that a printed 
model of these personal commitments be drawn up by 
each National Community and that they include an 
explicit reference to the acceptance of the General 
Principles of CLC.  

General Norm 13.  
Special attention must be given at the world and 
national levels to ensure that all local communities be 
helped to live a genuine CLC process with a well formed 
guide and an efficient coordinator.  

Please continue to use this Question for reflection: 

Do I feel drawn to make a public commitment to the 
CLC way of life?  
If I have already made a public commitment to the CLC 
way of life, how has this impacted my life and helped 
me to grow in love, service, and friendship in Christ? 

Alan Smith   President - CLC in England and Wales 

The Laudato Si’ Action Platform updated 
I was reading the Greenpeace magazine where it said: 
“To prevent runaway climate change and ecological 
breakdown, we need to radically change how the world 
has been operating. We must shift power away from the 
industries and interests causing the crisis and towards 
the green jobs and solutions our planet urgently needs.” 
I wondered: ‘Have they been reading Pope Francis’ 
‘Laudato Si’?’ 
In November FOCUS, I told you about the new Laudato 
Si’ Action Platform website. It has now become a reality 
and we know more about how we can use it to become 
more sustainable. The ‘platform’ has been provided so 
that we can work towards putting Laudato Si’ into  
action. How do we try to make more progress to making  
Laudato Si’ a reality? Well, here is a suggestion for those 
who use the Internet (sorry to others who do not have 
access). Let us, each one of us, join in the journey that 
Pope Francis himself has invited us to do, using the new 
‘Laudato Si’ Action Platform’ website. This is an  

ambitious initiative, which addresses seven sustainability 
goals. It has been set up for us to use either individually 
or communally, as a family, school or parish. 
But first, let’s start with ourselves  
To begin, I think it’s worth watching a video – just six 
minutes – to listen to Pope Francis himself. This is the 
link: https://youtu.be/_aWppq44r-c In the video, the 
Pope says: “… I would like to invite everyone to tackle 
this  journey together … only in this way will we be able 
to create the future we want, a more inclusive, fraternal, 
peaceful and sustainable world.” So, let’s do it! Let’s join 
the Pope in starting out on this journey, which is on the 
new website www.laudatosiactionplatform.org I’ve  
begun to do it myself and I’ve written a short article 
about the Action Platform and how to use it on our  
Parish LiveSimply webpage: 
www.catholicleamington.org.uk/live-simply. Wouldn’t it 
be wonderful if each and every one of us in CLC England 
and Wales took up this invitation to become more  
sustainable?    Brian Austin, Leamington Spa CLC 

An Invitation– to the journey of being more sustainable 

https://youtu.be/_aWppq44r-c
http://www.laudatosiactionplatform.org
http://www.catholicleamington.org.uk/live-simply


NOTICEBOARD 

CHRISTIAN  LIFE  COMMUNITY 

Inspired by St Ignatius Loyola and his Spiritual Exercises, CLC is a lay organisation, a world community of small groups of 4-10 people, 

helping members from all walks of life to integrate prayer and action in daily life,  

to respond more fully to God’s loving desire for them. 

Address for correspondence: Alan Smith, CLC President, 87 Fairfield Road, Stockton Heath, Warrington, WA4 2UX.   

But please send all payments for membership, FOCUS and literature to Julia Lane, CLC Treasurer, 28 Ward Grove, Warwick, CV34 6QL.   

(Julia will pass on literature requests)                                                                                                

Email:   administrator@clcew.org.uk    Website: www.clcew.org.uk     World CLC: www.cvx-clc.net 

National President: Alan Smith, tel: 07906 956219   email: president@clcew.org.uk 

National Chaplain: Br. Alan Harrison SJ,  tel: 01745 583444  email: chaplain@clcew.org.uk 

CLC Treasurer:  Julia Lane, tel: 01926 497331  email: treasurer@clcew.org.uk  

CLC Secretary: Natalia Marsden,  email: secretary@clcew.org.uk   

Membership Secretary:  Margaret Dimambro,  email: membership@clcew.org.uk 
 
The annual subscription for Focus only  is £10  for postal copy , or £5 for  e-FOCUS .          Registered Charity  number 1056891 

Next FOCUS deadline 

February 18th 2022 

Please send contributions 

for the next FOCUS to                         

focus@clcew.org.uk  

Dates of Forthcoming National Meetings 

12-13.3.2022 – Extended National Team – Birmingham 

3.4.2022 – National Team – Mount Street 

24-26.6.2022 – National Assembly – High Leigh 

17.9.2022 – National Team – Mount Street 

Walking together 
We will be taking part in the synodal 

process as part of World CLC and 

will share more information on the 

areas for reflection soon. We  

encourage as many people as  

possible to take part, so that our 

submission truly reflects the life of CLC in England and Wales.  

St Beuno’s CLC Retreats 2022  
CLC in partnership with St Beuno’s are offering: 
A three day silent retreat: September 23-27, 2022 (4 nights)
A five day silent retreat: Sep 26-October 2, 2022 (6 nights) 
An eight day silent retreat: Sep 23-October 2, 2022 (9 nights)
Generous subsidies are available: 25% for those who have 
done a residential retreat before and 50% for first timers.  
Numbers needed by March 1st. Please contact Betsy Jones 
for an application form by email: bgiblinjones@ntlworld.com 
or phone: 07949 863318 and leave contact details. 

Membership Contribution for 2022 
If you are not already subscribing to CLC we would be 
grateful for a contribution towards our costs of £10  for 

postal Focus, or £5 for  e-FOCUS. You can pay by direct transfer  
(or preferably standing order) to: Santander Business 

Banking, 09-01-51, 45663507 (business account),  
reference: Fee and your surname, or by cheque  

payable to Christian Life Community sent to:  
Julia Lane, CLC Hon Treasurer, 28 Ward Grove,  

Warwick CV34 6QL.  

SAVE THE DATE—National Assembly 
The next National Assembly will take place from 
24-26 June at High Leigh Conference centre, 
Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire More details to follow. 

New National Team members 

I am very pleased to announce that three new  
members were made welcome at our Zoom  
Virtual National Team Meeting on 15th January 
2022: Natalia Marsden joins us as Secretary and 
John Lavery as Regional Representative for the 
London and South East (L&SE). In addition,  
Bishop Ralph Heskett joined us for his first 
meeting as the Ecclesiastical Advisor, appointed 
by the Bishops’ Conference of England and 
Wales.  
I would like to express the very sincere thanks of 
the National Team to Judy Makin, who has served 
for the past four years as the Secretary to the 
National Team and to Mark Trombley, who had 
been the Regional Representative for the L&SE 
Region prior to moving to the United States last 
year.        Alan Smith - President 

World CLC Day 2022 
Every 25 March, CLC celebrates its World CLC Day. Repeating 
the beautiful experience we had last year, we invite you to 
save the date Saturday 26 March at 14:00 Rome time (13:00 
UK time), to meet again online and share a moment of prayer 
together as a global community. This year, the preparation 
will be led by the national communities in Europe.  
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