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Annual Report 

2018—2019 

President`s message 

At the time of the National Assembly last year, Pat 

Callaghan, Brother Alan and myself were busy with 

our final preparations for the World Assembly.  We 

had completed all the paper-work in our role of 

“Godparent” to Latvia, due to become a full  

member of World CLC during the Assembly. We 

had bought our US$ and booked our flight and were 

wondering about what was ahead of us. 

The experience of attending a World 

Assembly is life-changing and we 

are still working through what came 

out of the experience.  

The orientations for action identified 

in 2013 in Lebanon with the four 

frontiers – family, globalization and 

poverty, ecology and youth - have 

been reaffirmed; it is no coincidence 

that they so closely mirror areas of 

concern identified by Pope Francis. 

What came out of Buenos Aires was a 

different kind of experience a process that was  

intensively lived out in our long days.  The process 

ESDAC, was aimed to develop communal  

discernment, and the aim was to enable us to go 

deeper in discovering our identity and mission.  It 

was a call to engage with the world as it is – do not 

even try to go back to the “safe” culture of the past 

but be ready to evangelise. 

All three of us rejoiced in the moment when Latvia 

was accepted as a full member of World CLC and 

we plan to cooperate in future joint work.  Recently 

I had the privilege of spending a day with Irish CLC 

in Dublin and in June there will be a meeting of  

European CLC in Lithuania – at that meeting the 

new European Team will be elected. 

We in CLC have a great gift in our Ignatian  

Spirituality, but any gift is given to be shared with 

others.  We need to understand discernment at a 

deeper level but also value what we already have.  

Sharing in a small group where each person is  

listened to in turn, with respect, is rare enough and 

is a basic skill for praying the scriptures; deepening 

the faith, a faith which leads to a person being sent 

out to the world is also part of the dynamic.  

The World Assembly reaffirmed the need to work 

with the Society of Jesus and plans are in hand for 

Brother Alan, Pat Callaghan 

and myself to meet up with  

David Smolira sj (Provincial 

Delegate for Ignatian For-

mation). 

The National Team will  

continue to work on the fruits 

of the World Assembly and 

develop priorities for CLC over 

the coming years. We are 

working on this as a team and I 

am delighted that we now have 

four Regional Representatives in 

 post as well as a Eurolink.  

Michelle Ellison is also working on the frontier of 

the family, as there are families in the South West 

and her report is included. 

A new initiative has been regular meetings of the 

Regional Representatives, so that they can share 

best practice and help to develop CLC in their  

regions.   

I am very grateful to new people who have stepped 

forward to help with the varied tasks needed for 

CLC.  Richard Rowley Williams in Wales has taken 

on the job of mailing out copies of Focus and David 

Formosa has been working both with the Focus 

Team and undertaking work on the CLC data base.  

Unfortunately, David cannot continue as he is  

seriously ill – please remember David and his wife  

Maria in your prayers. 

Thank you  to Brian Austin for his tireless work 

with literature, Pat Callaghan and all the members 
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of the Formation and Retreat Team, Jenny  

Armstrong in admin support, Julia Lane our  

Treasurer, Judy Makin, who has been taking 

minutes for the National Team, Una Buckley and 

the other members 

of the Focus Team 

and Ignacia Arte-

aga for work on the 

website. In addi-

tion, we have lay 

members working 

as area Chaplains. 

Debbie Cottam has 

been on the Executive of National Board of Catholic 

Women and is currently on the Executive of  

National Council of Lay Associations. These are 

both advisory bodies to the Bishops’ Conference of 

England and Wales. 

As a small organisation with no paid staff, we need 

the help of lots of our members.  If you are not  

already involved, please do consider if you might be 

able to help with literature, Focus or with other 

tasks.   

If CLC is to grow, some of our existing members 

need to consider whether they might be called to 

become an accompanier to a new group.   It may 

also be possible for an existing group to welcome a 

new member, particularly where someone has 

moved from one part of the country to another. 

We also need to receive financial support from all 

our members, once their initial free period has come 

to an end.  If you do not already do so, please  

consider a standing order as this makes life so much 

easier for the treasurer! 

Thank God for the many blessings we have received 

during the past year – we have an enthusiastic  

National Team and have been given a clear mission 

as Ignatian Lay Apostolic Christians. 

Jackie Gill  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Chaplain`s Report  

 The end of my report last year stressed that the then 

approaching World Assembly could easily be the 

most significant in the 50 plus years since the  

formation of CLC from the Sodality. All that has 

happened since confirms such a view. The Assembly 

adopted a very different dynamic to any of its  

forerunners by choosing to become an actively  

discerning community engaged in seeking the way 

ahead for World CLC. The final document  

emphasises a growing in greater depth and fuller  

assimilation of our charism, sharing more fully the 

gifts of Ignatian Spirituality and the imperative of 

sowing seeds of mercy, joy, and hope in the  

bleakness of our world. This accurately reflects both 

the process all those of us present immersed our-

selves in, but also the message of Pope Francis  

directly to the Assembly. ‘We can only enter the 

heart of God through the wounds of Christ’. Anyone 

seeking a simple list of priorities from the Assembly 

was to be disappointed, we already had our priorities 

from Lebanon and from the continued Ignatian  

emphasis of Pope Francis. We are now asked to  

embark in earnest on further deepening our  

spirituality, in particular the gift of discernment, and 

the resultant outreach stemming from such  

deepening. This is our ongoing agenda until the next 

World Assembly in 2023. 

As context we have experienced anew the perennial 

freshness of our Ignatian call to holiness and its 

power to speak to the contemporary world during 

the six years of Pope Francis’s pontificate. This was 

particularly noticeable in the 2018 National  

Assembly which provided an immediate preparation 

for the World Assembly and where the three of us, 

Christ composed from photos of W A delegates 
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Jackie Gill as President, Pat Callaghan as Chair of 

the Formation and Retreat Team and myself as  

National Chaplain were officially commissioned and 

sent forth as your delegates. Since returning and 

starting to share the blessings of Buenos Aires it has 

been very consoling to note evidence of renewed 

vigour and energy within the National Community. 

This has been shown with the National Team, within 

the Formation and Retreat Team, at the various  

recent Regional Meetings, in other teams and  

working groups and in more generous volunteering 

for service within the community. 

Further examples are the meeting of Area and  

Regional Chaplains last November which was also 

an energising and joyful experience of prayer and 

reflection, support, sharing of ministry,  

communication and networking. Similarly the six 

day individually guided retreat for CLC at St 

Beuno’s in December with its introductory and  

conclusory CLC material, for all of which the formal 

evaluations were outstanding and the whole event 

clearly much appreciated. Similarly there would  

appear to have been an increase in CLC members 

making use of St Beuno’s for private retreats. In  

addition there is the evidence of the generosity of 

those many who volunteered to run groups during 

the Jesuit Lent online retreat in March and April. 

With regard to discernment the National Community 

was represented by myself at a conference at 

Drongen in Belgium in January on communal  

apostolic discernment, organised by the Jesuit  

spirituality centres in NW Europe. There was  

material available which we can make use of in due 

course across the National Community. It was clear 

from the Chaplains’ Meeting that many in CLC 

struggle with the clarity of much of our existing CLC 

material on discernment, and in particular on the  

distinction between discernment of spirits and  

making sound choices. Hence our discernment  

material needs revision or enhancement particularly 

in avoiding confusing jargon. In addition we were 

represented by myself and others both at the St 

Beuno’s Conference ‘Towards a Discerning Church’ 

in March and the Jesuit Province Assembly at  

Stonyhurst College in April which focussed on the 

recently announced result of the international Jesuit 

discernment on priorities for the Society of Jesus 

during the next ten years. These are:  

 Promoting Discernment and the Spiritual Exer-

cises 

 Walking with the excluded 

 Caring for our common home 

 Journeying with youth 

All of these have a close resonance with CLC’s own 

hopes and aims stemming from Lebanon and  

confirmed in Buenos Aires. One can envisage much 

common ground and sharing of resources as we 

move ahead into the next stage of our long  

companionship.  

Alan Harrison SJ 

                                                                                              

Alan Harrison sj with Pat Callaghan in Buenos Aires 
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Treasurer`s Report 

Treasurer’s Annual Report for the Year ended  

31 December 2018 

During 2018 what came in? £25,800. And what 

went out? £31,000. 

We spent £5,200 more than we had received, but 

this was covered by the £5,500 we had accumulated 

in a World Assembly Fund by putting aside every 

year since the last World Assembly an amount  

towards the cost of sending our three delegates to 

represent CLC England and Wales at the World  

Assembly in South America in July 2018. 

We had £37,500 in the bank at the end of 2018, 

which we are free to spend – that was our ‘net 

worth’ at 31 December 2018. This included £3,500 

of accumulated legacies which we can spend on  

bursaries and anything else that furthers our objects 

as a registered charity. 

How many Members made a financial contribution 

in 2018? 240. They paid a total Membership  

Income of £13,400, slightly increased from 2017.  

We recovered £2,600 of tax from HMRC under the 

Gift Aid scheme, for subscriptions received from 

April 2017 to April 2018. 

We would like to thank those members who  

contribute by standing order – just over two thirds of 

our paying membership. This 

provides us with a predicted 

regular income and saves a 

lot of administration time 

and cost. 

As ever, we must not forget 

the money that we don’t 

need to spend because of the 

many incidental costs borne 

by our Volunteer Members (not to mention their 

boundless time and energy), to whom we owe our 

grateful thanks. 

Members are invited to ask the Hon Treasurer at any 

time for further details, or breakdowns, of any  

categories, of income or expenditure, and  

comparison reports. These do not take long to  

produce and enable us to understand how we are 

managing our resources. 

 

Copies of the 2018 Accounts will be made available 

at the CLC AGM on 7th July 2019,or on request  to 

treasurer@clcew.org.uk. 

Julia Lane  

  

The Regions 

The North West 
Key Activities (2018/9) 

The North West Region hosted a very successful  

National Assembly, at Hinsley Hall, Leeds, in July 

2019. This was very well attended and our  

Ecclesiastical Advisor, Emeritus Bishop Brian  

Noble, delivered a challenging appraisal of the  

demands facing the Christian Life Community at the 

present time and in the years ahead. We were invited 

to reflect on our gifts and how we might present 

them in new ways for the benefit of the Church and 

the World at the start of twenty-first century. Later 

in the same month, CLC England and Wales sent a 

delegation carrying these thoughts and reflections to 

the World Assembly in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

During the year we held two Regional Days, with 

forty attending at Uppermill, Oldham, Manchester 

and twenty-one at Warrington, Cheshire. The first of 

these days, enabled us to reflect on the prophet  

Jonah and our own attitude to mission, and the  

second, on a practical application of ‘discernment in 

common’, which followed a presentation from our 

president, Jackie Gill, who highlighted how this  

process was demonstrated and used at the World  

Assembly. The concluding plenary session identified 

some useful avenues for further development by the 

Discernment Team. 

Discernment Team 

The Discernment Team have met on three occasions 
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during the last twelve months to re-evaluate our  

pastoral priorities, and to suggest and pilot possible 

ways of promoting Ignatian Spirituality and the CLC 

Charism. A week of Guided Prayer has been  

experienced by 30 pilgrims, in a South Manchester 

parish, and is now being followed up using the CLC 

meeting plans: ‘Nurturing the Seed’. The Regional 

Representative has met with, Bishop Mark Davies 

(Shrewsbury) and the diocesan coordinator for New 

Evangelization, to establish links with the Sherry 

Weddell initiative within the Diocese. Also a  

number of our discernment team members have 

been leading groups as part of the Jesuit sponsored: 

‘Walking together with Jesus: Lent Retreat 2019’. 

All these activities will be re-evaluated at our June 

meeting.  

 

 

 

General and concerns 

Most of the Groups have now been visited by the 

regional representative and contact made with most 

of the lone members either by personal visits or  

telephone. All contact has been well received and it 

is now felt that such contact must become a regular 

feature of our ongoing planning and preferences. 

These visits have highlighted that in the North West 

Region there is an urgent need to introduce new 

members and especially younger members into 

CLC. The Discernment Team have, therefore, made 

this a priority which will be addressed with a  

specific action plan, to reach out and include all our 

members, during the coming years. 

Alan Smith 

 

The Midlands 

We have 10 groups, including a lone members’ 
group, which meets four times a year. 

A lot of good things have happened in the region 
this year 

We have held two regional days: 

1) World CLC day in March 2018. The theme 
was ‘CLC, a gift for the Church and the 
World. How many loaves have you?’ Go and 
see.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our region’s priorities or vision statement was  
approved:- 

 A) The continued formation of the community: - 
      by developing and supporting members  
      spiritually. 
 B) Grow the community:- 

 i) For current groups: by building on the  
current foundation by 'recruiting' new  
members by holding promotion events (eg. 
pulpit talks  and information event). To be 
more open ecumenically. 

 ii)For new groups: by pulpit talks and  
information events in nearby parishes. 

 
2) Regional Day—October 2018. 

This was based on the World Assembly in Argentina 
with input from one of the delegates who attended. 
We celebrated the end 
of the celebrations of 
50 years of CLC . 

Our Summer outing 
was tree spotting in 
Jephson Gardens 
Leamington Spa and 
was an enjoyable 
event . 

The 2018 National Assembly was well represented 
by the region. Several members are involved with 
the National Team including our National Treasurer, 
Membership Support Team, Formation Team,  
Literature and Focus. 

There have been several enquirers this year, some of 
whom have joined existing groups. It is difficult to 
place those where there are no groups nearby, but 
they are invited to regional events. The Regional 
Rep has been visiting groups to keep in touch and 
give support.  
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Needless to say, not all has been good 

Sadly two groups have closed over the last year but 
continue to meet as prayer groups. There is a lack of 
younger members and we still have a vacancy for an 
area chaplain. 

Hopes and challenges for the coming year 

For the growth and formation of new and existing 
groups, but we need accompaniers and group guides. 

That individual members or groups will continue to 
take responsibility for some of the tasks in running 
the region. 

To attract younger people to CLC in view of the  
advancing years and health problems of a number of 
our members. 

To plan and organise the 2019 National Assembly. 

 

 

 

 

 

In conclusion. 

Overall it has been a blessed and fruitful year, but we 
are aware of the challenges that lie ahead. 

We plan to work hard for the future stability and 
growth of CLC here in the Midlands. 

Peter Dimambro  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Summer outing, Jephson Gardens 

South West 

My first year as South West rep has passed very 

quickly and I thank my local CLC groups in  

Bournemouth/Poole, Fr Tony Horan SJ, Pat  

Fitzpatrick and Elaine Young (Devon and Cornwall 

Cluster Group), Evelyne Maloret (Jersey) and Judith 

Collin (Yate)   for their support and encouragement 

as I have settled in, and of 

course the National Team.  

Geographically our region is 

very spread out and there are 10 

CLC groups including a new 

group in Havant, Hampshire.  

Enquiries do come through of 

which some come be accommo-

dated whilst others can’t due to 

location distance from any 

group. Many positive and con-

soling things have happened across the South West; 

On returning from the England and Wales National 

Assembly last year Bournemouth/Poole cluster 

group got together (July 2018) to reflect and pray 

with the meeting plan Living our Gift……. Sharing 

our Joy, it was deeply felt how CLC is such an  

important part of our lives, both in nourishing us 

spiritually and how we share this experience with 

each other. In September 2018, Devon and Cornwall  

cluster group held a day at Sclerder Abbey  

facilitated by Evelyne Maloret which centred around 

CLC being a “Prophetic Community”, an account of 

which was in FOCUS. Falmouth CLC members led 

the Jesuit Lenten Retreat 2019 in their parish, other 

members in Plymouth and 

Bournemouth also took part 

in their respective areas.  

Members will keep in touch 

with participants and interest 

in CLC has been discussed.  

Also, this Lent, the Bethany 

CLC group in Yate enjoyed 

a Quiet Day at Brownshill 

(Our Lady and St Bernard 

Monastery) – see FOCUS 

for a further account.   

World CLC day was held in Bournemouth, March 

2019. Fr Tony SJ celebrated Mass and afterwards 

our cluster group came together to pray and reflect 

upon Project 171 “Called to Deepen, Share, Go 

Forth”.  One of the CLC groups prayed with this 

material as part of their meeting plans in  

preparation, and another is currently using it as well. 
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It is very heartening to witness and be a part of the 

spiritual growth, formation and new initiatives  

happening across the region.  A Nurturing the Seed 

course took place in 

Havant (Oct 2018) 

following a week of 

guided prayer. This 

has now developed 

into the new Havant 

CLC group.  Cur-

rently we are running a NTS course in Bournemouth 

which will be followed by a CLC information  

session with the hope of developing a CLC group.  

Recently another CLC information session has taken 

place in Fleet, Hampshire.  We are very blessed that 

some of our CLC members are part of their  

respective Diocesan Spirituality teams, many  

members are also spiritual guides/directors; thus 

weeks of guided prayer, open door retreats,  

nurturing the seed courses and retreats are all   

building up Christian Life Communities.   

Additionally, the spiritual exercises are and have 

been undertaken by many CLC members.   

In Bournemouth Fr Tony Horan SJ facilitates 

monthly Ignatian reflection days which are  

supported and attended by many in our local cluster 

group, as well as those  

exploring Ignatian Spirituali-

ty.   

This Autumn in Bournemouth 

we plan to run a CLC Group 

Guide Course. 

Siobhan Regan 

 

 

 

 

 

South East 

The London and South East Region has been work-

ing as its own separate region in partnership with our 

other regions and I have had the opportunity to meet 

the other regional reps a few times over this year to 

share ideas, challenges and hopes. We have had a 

few regional days at Mount Street in London where 

we had the chance to better reflect on the World  

Assembly- first in October with an excellent over-

view provided by our President Jackie Gill and then 

again in March, where we had the chance to gather 

and hear from Fr. Christopher Pedley, SJ who  

provided his reflection and perspective around  

Projects 170/171 that helped guide us to explore the 

questions related to: deepen, share and go forth.  

During both occasions we had the opportunity for 

small group reflection where we looked to bring 

forth into practice the third round of sharing- we still 

have a way to go in having it fully incorporated into 

our sharing approach but we have made a good start.  

Finally, we have received several enquiries across 

the region over the year and have worked to run two 

information sessions in late summer and then again 

in autumn with the assistance of John O’Sullivan 

and our Chaplain Michael Dorey.  The response was 

excellent and we have been able to start a new group 

which has been meeting bi-weekly at Farm Street 

and has been accompanied by John. 

Things that are going well: 

Excellent engagement at the Regional Days and 

strong interest in focusing more around the 

outputs from the World Assembly around 

Deepen, Share and Go Forth. 

Strong numbers of enquiries across the region 

with the ability to establish a new CLC group 

in London. 

 

Things that are causing problems 

Hectic life / increasing responsibilities of many 

members have caused challenges in  

supporting the information evenings and  
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regional days (same few people 

taking on tasks) and many  

interested parties continuing to 

enquire but not always able to 

respond to them quickly with the 

perfect groups for them to join. 

Several members from the  

metropolitan area are interested 

in joining CLC groups, but  

cannot commute to London. 

Those areas are not always serviced by CLC 

which leads to their disappointment. 

Help that we need 

Challenges around how to best manage all the 

data related to membership and CLC groups 

within the region- including status of the 

group, key contacts and desire to take 

new members. 

It would be helpful to better understand 

what resources are available to support 

groups that have been in place for many 

years as to content or programmes that 

can be used for meetings in place of the 

leaflets - maybe some ‘best practice’  

materials. 

Mark Trombley 

Eurolink 

Early this year, we had the pleasure and blessing of 

hosting one of the CLC European team meetings at 

‘Manresa House’ (the home of the novitiate for the 

Provinces of Britain, Ireland, the Netherlands and 

North Belgium ) in Birmingham. The European 

team are very busy preparing and finalising the  

organisation of the European Assembly 2019, which 

is taking place this coming June in Vilnius,  

Lithuania. This year the chosen theme for  the  

Assembly is; “ The Journey is the Experience”-  

discern and act as CLC in your reality. 

In preparation for this, members attending the  

assembly have been asked to pray with the  

documents received at the last CLC World  

Assembly held in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  

 The Euroteam’s hopes for this Assembly are for us 

‘to seek to become more aware of the call of Christ 

in the world we live in and to discover how these 

documents can inspire discernment and  

commitment.’ The European team have also asked 

for all European communities to pray for the  

Preparations of the Assembly and to ask the Holy 

Spirit to keep one another in communion and prayer.  

Michelle Ellison  
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The European CLC Family Network 

have now received the completed 

English translation of Professor  

Vidal’s book ‘The Family Clock’.  

A huge thank you to Sr. Margaret Scott ACI for  

taking on the task of editing the translation from 

Spanish to English.  We now have a proposal from 

the Family Clock team in Spain to pilot the project 

here in the UK. This project has been discussed at 

the last CLC National Team meeting and the team 

gave the go ahead to pilot this much needed project 

here in Bournemouth.   

The Family Clock is an 

Ignatian resource which 

was developed in the 

hope of helping to re-

new the life of families 

or communities in 

whatever circumstances 

they might be in; to 

strengthen the bonds 

and relationships; to 

practice gratitude; to 

open the door for recon-

ciliation; to create safe 

sacred spaces to discern 

a shared mission of the family or the group; to dis-

cover and rediscover ourselves as well as each other. 

All of this is achieved by the use of a simple,  

Ignatian based, eight step tool.                          

looking at eight central issues:  

 Availability 

 Gratitude 

 Family Project 

 Liberties 

 Decisions 

 Knowledge of Failure 

 Reconciliation 

 Reformulation 

Furthermore, as mentioned in the January report, the 

new CLC family group in Bournemouth, with four  

couples  (8 members), are still gathering together to 

share and pray through the initial set of 

CLC meeting plans. One of the  

members shared these thoughts with us 

about his experience of CLC: “CLC is 

a great environment to share and talk without being 

judged. The power of listening allows you to learn 

from others. I find hearing different views very 

thought provoking and extremely valuable. CLC  

creates a wonderful sharing environment  

underpinned by trust.” Alex 

Another one shared: “I feel that the CLC method of 

sharing  has given us 

the space to share and 

explore our deepest 

fears and joys in a way 

that I haven’t experi-

enced before. The  

trusting environment 

and the respect for one  

another’s space gives us 

the opportunity to allow 

us to feel and recognise 

the presence of God in 

our lives.” Liam  

The hopes and dreams 

for this group, and  

possibly others to follow, is to create a new set of 

meeting plans based on family matters, similar to the 

ones developed from the encyclical, ‘Laudato Si’ by 

Pope Francis. Pope Francis’s post-synodal apostolic 

exhortation, ‘Amoris Laetitia’ addressing the  

pastoral care of families, could be a great start.   

Another suggestion was that some of the material 

could emerge from the pilot group of the ‘Family 

Clock’ project. This hope and dream has been  

discussed again at the recent CLC National Team 

meeting.  The request was to create a working group 

of people who are already involved with the pastoral 

care of the family, who will be willing to work  

together on this new project.    

Michelle Ellison 

 

CLC Family Network Link England and Wales 
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First and foremost, we have to thank Mary Sellers, 

who has been printing and distributing paper copies 

of literature and sending out FOCUS for some  

considerable time, but who has had to give up doing 

this due to her family situation.  

Fortunately, Richard Rowley-Williams has taken 

on the FOCUS mailing and Ann Kelly will  

hopefully soon be doing the printing and distribution 

of the Literature. In addition, the Literature Team,  

improving our materials, now consists of Brian  

Austin, Margaret Dimambro and Maje Alfaro. So, 

what have we done? 

The Publications List has been revised and reissued 

and can be accessed in Resources on the website 

at www.clcew.org.uk  

All the meeting plans have now been converted to 

booklet format, MPsets 5 and 6 having been 

completed. 

Several existing leaflets for newer groups have also 

been put into one single booklet, but is currently 

undergoing some additions before publication. 

A new leaflet on Community by Eddie Langton is 

also due to come out shortly. 

How to Join was revised, but is also undergoing 

some revision, too. 

For the future, it has been suggested that we have a 

set of meeting plans for Family, as well as for our 

General Principles. 

We could still do with more help, though, especially 

if someone has some graphic design skills to  

produce some really good promotional material for 

us. Do email literaturesupport@clcew.org.uk if you 

can do something in this area. 

For a while, Brian has been looking after the  

Literature Orders and, generally speaking, the  

number of requests for literature are disappointing. 

Recently, a Publications List was sent to all group 

contacts with a view to encouraging groups to access 

more of the material available, but this has not  

resulted in anything significant. Look out on the 

back page of FOCUS for recommendations and new 

items, too. 

And, finally, it would be beneficial if someone could 

walk with Brian for the next year with a view to  

continuing this work in the 

future.  Any offers? 

Brian Austin 

 National Formation and Retreat Team 

We welcomed Veronica Grant (South region) to the 

team in November 2018. All team members have 

continued to work hard at our twice yearly  

meetings. 

The focus this year has been on reviewing the  

implications of World Assembly 2018  for the 

team – notably the emphasis on Collaboration 

within the Ignatian Family; Formation in person-

al and communal discernment;  and Going out 

and sharing the gift of CLC within the Church 

and World.  

A highlight of the year has been the unanimous 

vote of World Assembly delegates in Argentina 

to the incorporation of Latvia CLC into the 

Literature Support 
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World Community following our 5 years of God-

parenting Latvia CLC.  

The photo below shows the new Latvia President 

(Liga) alongside myself and a member of the 

ARUPA (Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay)  

organising committee in Buenos Aires shortly after 

incorporation, when we were getting ready to  

participate in an immersion experience within the 

local parish community – hence woolly hats! 

Another highlight has been CLC-St. Beuno’s Ad-

vent 2018 Individually Guided Retreat which was 

fully subscribed and much appreciated by  

participants pictured here at closing session. (See  

also FOCUS Jan/Feb 2019.) 

 

We have continued to build on collaborative 

working with the Society of Jesus most notably 

through our participation in the Online Lent 

2019 Retreat.  22 CLCers volunteered to act as 

Group Leaders to groups of retreatants from outside 

of CLC . Other members of the Ignatian Family also 

acted as Group Leaders. Feedback from the retreat, 

which was offered across the UK, has been very  

positive and we are hopeful that this will lead to  

possible formation of new CLC groups.    

Additionally several CLC groups participated in the 

retreat. 

  

Collaboration has also taken place within the 

CLC community with team members delivering:  

1.  Regional Days together on the experience of 

 the World Assembly and  

2.  A National Day for Area Chaplains.   

Feedback at all these events has again been very 

positive. 

 

Over the coming year we intend to: 

1. Further develop our collaborative working 

with the Society of Jesus as opportunities  

present themselves.  

 

2.  The Online Lenten Retreat 2020 will focus on 

 the Spiritual Exercises and I am hopeful that  

 CLCers will again offer their services as 

 Group Leaders.  

 

3.  Additionally, given the need for additional  

 Group Guides, I am hopeful that, with  

appropriate support from this team, we may be 

able to encourage Ignatian Family members to 

consider taking on this role within CLC. 

 

4.  A Day for existing Accompaniers/Group 

 Guides from within CLC and those with  

potential and willingness to take on this role 

has al ready been set for 28.9.2019.  (See  

FOCUS March/April 2019) 

 

5.  A Further Day for Area Chaplains is being 

 planned – look out for future FOCUS advert. 

 

6.  Work on updating and reviewing our literature 

 continues to be an ongoing focus for the team 

 as we move forward. 

Pat Callaghan  
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Letter from Pope Francis 

Pope Francis wrote to the previous President of 

World Christian Life Community, Mauricio Lopez 

Oropeza on 9 June 2018 and this letter was read to 

us at the beginning of the World Assembly. The text 

is reproduced here below: 

Dear brother, 

I have received your thoughtful letter letting me 

know about the forthcoming celebration of your 

2018 World Assembly, which coincides with the 

50th anniversary of your journeying as Christian Life 

Community.  For this reason, you want to pray and 

reflect together so that the Lord may grant you a 

greater depth in the living out of your charism, and 

thus, by delving deeper into the received charism, 

you may continue to be a gift for the Church and for 

the world. 

Note, the recognition of the gift and the grace that 

the Lord has given you over these years shall lead 

you, firstly, into a humble act of thanksgiving,  

because Jesus has looked at you beyond your  

qualities and virtues. At the same time, this entails a 

call to responsibility, to leave yourselves behind and 

go forth to encounter others, to nourish them with 

the only bread capable of satisfying the human 

heart: the love of Christ.  That the “gnostic illusion” 

may not confuse you. 

At the centre of your Ignatian spirituality is this  

desire to be contemplatives in action.  Contempla-

tion and action, the two dimensions together:  

because we can only enter the heart of God through 

the wounds of Christ, and we know that Christ is 

wounded in the hungry, the uneducated, the  

discarded, the old, the sick, the imprisoned, in all the 

vulnerable human flesh. 

To be guided by a Christian way of life, with a 

strong spiritual life and working for the Kingdom, 

means letting oneself be shaped by the love of Jesus, 

having his same sentiments (see Phil 2: 5) asking 

oneself continuously: What have I done for Christ? 

What am I doing for Christ? What ought I to do for 

Christ? (see Spiritual Exercises 53). 

I thank you for your dedication and love for the 

Church and our brethren, and I encourage you to 

continue making Christ present in your  

surroundings, giving apostolic meaning to all your 

occupations.  

And please do not stop praying for me. May Jesus 

bless you and may the Holy Virgin take care of you. 

Fraternally, 

Francis 

  

CLC National Team 2018-2019  
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